10                        GLADSTONE
In 1890, when the Liverpool slave-owner's boy
had been for ten years the Radical member for
Midlothian, he boasted at Dundee, as is the way
with English representatives of Scotch constitu-
encies, that he " had not a drop of English blood
in his veins.*9 For once the boast was justified.
Walliam Ewart Gladstone was born on December
agth, 1809, at 62 Rodney Street, Liverpool. But
fiSs family were recent arrivals in that famous
town. " Thomas Gladstones, grandfather of him
with whom we are concerned, made his way from
Biggar to Ltith and there set up in a modest way
as corndealer, wholesale and retail. His wife was
a Neilson of Springfield. To them sixteen chil-
dren were born, and John Gladstones1 (b. Decem-
ber iith3 1764} was iheir eldest son. Having
established himself in Liverpool, he married in
1792 Jane Hall, a lady of that city, who died with-
out children, six years later. In 1800 he took for
his second wife Anne Robertson of Dingwall. Her
father was of the dan Donnachaidh, and her
mother was of kin with Mackenzies, Munros, and
other highland stocks. Their son was therefore
of unmixed Scottish origins, half highland, half
lowland borderer." Perhaps we may find in this
origin some clue to the extraordinary mixture of
excitability and canniaess, so characteristic of
the statesman, which was to mystify all and ex-
asperate many.
* He dropped the"*** m 1787 tbH&ng the piuxal ending of
lay name sounded awkwardly in the style of tbe fen Come,
& Grant.                   t